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The

1.n. roystering young pickpocket from
Charles Dicken’s Oliver Twist. 2.n. Printed handbill full of tidings from the W.M.I&A.A. with a
th
closing date for contributions of 25
of each month to David Tynan on 98445727 or davidtyn@gmail.com

Warrandyte Festival Parade – a joyous morning!
A great turn-out for the parade
(over 20 members), with young
and old represented in costume
and full smiles! We started with
cooked breakfast at the hall,
and then took up our places in
the marshalling area, where
rain threatened to make it a
soggy affair. However, the rain
stopped long enough for the
parade - yay!

The cloudy sky made for
excellent photos, as this one
shows (thanks Stephen
Reynolds for the image). How
many can you name? Also, note
how cleverly we promoted
Animal Farm!

Repair Cafe Update & Meeting
Denise, Jock & Di, Jill McKimm, Simone and David
recently (oh OK, it was Feb 10) visited a Repair Cafe
operating out
of a council
building in
Balwyn.
Denise and Jill
also visited a
similar site in
Ringwood.
We feel we are
now informed
enough to
make the next
steps for the
Warrandyte
Repair Cafe, and will be holding a meeting for
interested parties this Thursday at the hall at 8 pm.
See inside for more details about repair cafes.

We chickens need you to join us!
This is advance notice that the AGM is scheduled for
Monday, May 6 at 8 pm. We are always looking for people to
join us on the committee that oversees the management of
our beloved hall, and the various artistic activities that go on
in there. We look forward to seeing you there!
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Group reports
Pottery News
All going along smoothly as the first term of pottery winds up, according to Amanda and Di. In the
photos below, notice how proudly Rene is holding a bird she has made.
Di Philips and Amanda Sgourakis

Group reports
Visual Arts News
A trip to the zoo!
Not only are we exploring our vision & craft in studio life drawing: a few of us ventured to the
Melbourne Zoo. Many unidentifiable scribbles were made. The attempt to capture the animals on paper
was fun & challenged our observational skills. The elephants, butterflies & lemurs etc.made the day a
delight. Drawing the animals really extended our knowledge of them. Here are some scribbles of the day.

Still Life
On Wednesday 17th April 10.00-1.00, we are having a session set-up. If life models aren't your thing come join us.

Marion Cooper

Group reports
Theatre News
Animal Farm
We have just finished our successful run of 8 performances of “Animal Farm” and as I write it’s about
30 mins to the first rehearsal of the next play “All My Sons.” It’s really quite exciting that we are doing
back to back shows and we are very happy to have new directors and new actors involved in both
shows; a theme which is continued into the third season when “The Lady from the Sea” brings a further half dozen
new actors to our stage. All of which means potential for growing the company in a number of ways as friends and
relatives of those involved come to the show and additional contacts ask about getting involved backstage, etc.

At which point, it’s good to pause and further recognise the efforts of those involved behind the scenes. Animal Farm
was a challenge to present for actors and crew alike since not only did the script come without stage directions but
with very basic suggestions about lighting and sound. I’ve said it elsewhere but wish to reiterate my thanks to Drew
SFX and Adam LFX mentored by Callum in putting together a very tricky technical show. And, our backstage
crew of Hayley and Anita was immaculate.
And, a final shout out to the cast of the show. If we are to be critical we’d take another look at that script and being
honest say, it probably was geared to younger actors requiring, as it did much bending, trotting about and falling over.
Not only that but very few of us had opportunities, i.e. scenes to rest and nibble grapes in the green room. Well done
to everyone, especially those on stage throughout and to those for whom the grunts and groans were genuine.
(Simone might need to be on standby for physiotherapy claims.)
Thanks also to all of those who volunteered for Front of House. We often get comments about the friendly and
flexible FoH at Warrandyte so thanks to: Hazel, Lisas Upson and MacGibbon, Tony Clayton, Ian Craig, Gill Smith, Liz
Long, Jack and Lea Stringer, Pete Smith, Susan Rundle, Sue Purdie, Deb Silva, John Milburn-Clarke, Flora Terrens and
Alastair Rice. With an extra special thanks to John for his sangas.
Festival parade
Another thanks to all of those who paraded – an excellent and colourful throng of thespians. It gave us an excellent
chance to promote our work broadly and specifically to spruik the then, current show. Denise shot a few photos and
Stephen Reynolds made sure the group was shot. Entirely appropriate since we were representing tired old animals.
Working Bee Weekend (May 4&5)
To take advantage of our new storage sheds, we will be having a working bee to rationalise costumes, and move some
of them to the storage sheds. Please consider helping us by volunteering some hours on this weekend so that the
labour is shared.
Adrian

Chocolate Lilies - Big Sing
On Sunday April the 7th the Chocolate Lilies hosted a "Big Sing" to honour and celebrate inclusiveness and cultural
diversity. After the event in Christchurch I felt a strong need to connect in a positive way with our broader community.
This gave birth to the idea of a "Big Sing". Being a singer was not the focus, rather coming together as many of us as
possible to raise our voices against the hate speech and tendency to highlight the "other"in a negative way in the press
and social media.
We had around 300 people turn up to the old Shire Offices site in Eltham and sang beautiful songs of compassion, love
and peace in 3 and 4 part harmony. Quite remarkable actually as many had said they had never done any singing before.
The event was such a powerful show of friendship and community opened by a very powerful speech by muslim leader
and community worker Sister Sherene Hassan who is the director of the Australian Muslim Museum, her speech was
incredibly moving, and gave us a hint of what many in the muslim community felt on that day in Christchurch.
Another highlight was the beautiful peace heart mandala made by everyone during the afternoon.
Nerida Kirov

What is a Repair Cafe?
Repair Cafés are free meeting places and they’re all about repairing things
(together). In the place where a Repair Café is located, you’ll find tools and
materials to help you make any repairs you need. On clothes, furniture, electrical
appliances, bicycles, crockery, appliances, toys, et cetera. You’ll also find expert
volunteers, with repair skills in all kinds of fields.
Visitors bring their broken items from
home. Together with the specialists
they start making their repairs in the
Repair Café. It’s an ongoing learning
process. If you have nothing to repair,
you can enjoy a cup of tea or coffee.
Or you can lend a hand with someone
else’s repair job. You can also get
inspired at the reading table – by
leafing through books on repairs and
DIY.
There are over 1,500 Repair Cafés worldwide. For more information (including
the text used here), go to
https://repaircafe.org/en/
We hope to run our Repair Cafe once a month on a Sunday morning.

The Sharp End
One of our multitalented members
and WMIAA Web
and all things digital
guru Robert Black
moonlights as a
terrific cartoonist you may have seen
his work in other
publications,
including in the
Warrandyte Diary.
Robert generously
permits us to publish
one of his ‘gently
twist’ cartoons each
month - thanks
Robert!
For more about the
Sharp End, go to
http://
www.robertblack.com
.au/the-sharp-end

David Tynan

Diary Review of Animal Farm

